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Increasingly, public diplomacy has come to be saem vital component in the
making of US foreign policy in the Cold Warln his new book, Kenneth Osgood
builds on this developing trend and offers a newraigsal of the Eisenhower
administration’s use of psychological warfare amthliz diplomacy to wage the
Cold War. Supported by a thorough reading of sdapnliterature relating to the
Eisenhower era, and a prodigious amount of archieséarch, Osgood’s work
provides a timely and expansive investigation agelBhower’s foreign policy.

Writing in 2002, Scott Lucas argued that: “Whenifpdl warfare was established
as a method and the break-up of the Soviet blobrresl as an objective, US
strategy became far more than a quest for natisealrity or the pursuit of
economic advantage...the appeal for hearts andsnabbad would best succeed
if it touched on the ‘everyday’ aspects of life.’'Osgood takes this idea further
noting, “the untold story of America’s cold war wbrds did not lie in the tale of
psychological operations to foment unrest behiraltbn Curtain...rather, it was
in the broader effort to win the hearts and mindgemple on the other side of that
curtain, in the areas of the world that were nomwewinist, neutral, or tied to the
United States through formal alliances — the anea Americans liked to call the
‘free world™ (pp.2-3). Osgood builds his examirmeat of US policy in this period
around this central theme — the enduring questc¢ars the “hearts and minds” of
the free world in the ongoing battle against comisimn Furthermore, in
adopting such an approach, Osgood puts forward eelnargument that
significantly reappraises the prevailing wisdomEiaenhower’s foreign policies.
Rather than confirming the Eisenhower Revisioflistaim that Eisenhower was
pursuing a form of detente with the Soviet UnfoBsgood argues that they (the
Revisionists) “have been able to make this argumamy by ignoring or
sidelining the massive documentation on Eisenh@veise of psychological
warfare.” Through adopting such an approach, Od¢geded to the conclusion
that: “Close examination of this evidence indicatbést shrewd Cold War
calculations took precedence over an altruistieredsr world peace. Eisenhower
attached far greater value to waging and to wintiegCold War than to ending it
through negotiations” (pp.6-7).

By examining the Eisenhower administration’s wagaighe Cold War through

psychological warfare, Osgood does, indeed, sutdgsmanage to posit a new
and invigorating analysis of the fight against @bviommunism. Familiar events
such as Eisenhower’s “Chance for Peace” speec®peri Skies” proposal are re-
analysed and reframed via the subsequent effort ®yofficials (namely CD

Jackson and Nelson Rockefeller) and institutionscl{sas the Psychological
Strategy Board, Operations Coordinating Board &ed.nited States Information
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Agency) to use these events as tools for secunm¢earts and minds’ of the free
world.

And yet, by successfully achieving this, Osgoodd®kl contains an underlying
problem. By focusing so heavily on the use of pggnda, Osgood does not give
sufficient emphasis to the strategic and econorspeets of US foreign policy.
Though he notes that, “political warfare emergeda agitical component of the
Eisenhower administration’s strategy for winning tGold War,” (p.362) this is
not linked directly enough to an evaluation of t&gic and economic aspects of
US policy. Moreover, he does not take up the ojppaty to use his approach to
re-examine the New Look (NSC 162f2). As such, he portrays the
administration’s foreign policies as being far maregular in purpose than was
actually the case. As he outlines late on in thekb “Eisenhower believed that
the ideological competition with the Soviet Uniosuffused all US actions and
policies with psychological significance” (p.363).

However, these are minor criticisms. The needfagappraisal of the New Look
requires a more specific study, to meet the chgéleset down by Saki Dockrill in
her own book on the period when she conceded, €Tercertainly room for
further research’” Instead, Osgood has significantly widened academi
understanding of the Eisenhower era and made armng argument about US
methods in the Cold War, emphasising the centrattythe fight against
communism and the use of psychological warfare@ngaganda to successfully
meet US aims with regard to winning the “hearts amdds” of the free world.
The book’s most enduring image is of an adminigtraittempting to prioritise
the fighting and, ultimately the winning, of the I@dWNar through the use of
world-wide propaganda; a mission statement thatesstated a national
consensus. As such, he finishes the book by notifige American people,
Eisenhower might have said if he had had a diftespeech writer, should pay
any price and bear any burden to win the Cold W@369).

! See: Scott Lucagreedom’s War: The US Crusade Against the Sovi@ruiManchester:
Manchester University Press, 1999); Walter Hixdating the Curtain: Propaganda, Culture,
and the Cold War, 1945-19€lLondon: MacMillan, 1997); Frances Stonor-Saundéfisp Paid
the Piper?: The CIA and the Cultural Cold Waondon: Granta, 1999)

2 Scott Lucas, “Mobilizing Culture: The State-Priwaddetwork and the CIA in the Early Cold
War” in Dale Carter and Robin Clifton (ed&)ar and Cold War in American Foreign Policy,
1942-1962London: Palgrave, 2002) pp.83-4

% The school of thought that suggested that Eiserhaas, in fact, a decisive and active leader.
See: Robert McMahon, “Eisenhower and Third Worldidtelism: A Critique of the

Revisionists” inPolitical Science Quarterlyolume 101, Part 3 (1986); Fred Greenst&ime
Hidden-Hand Presidency: Eisenhower as Lea@&tedition (Baltimore: John Hopkins University
Press, 1994); Richard Immerman, “Confessions dgiaanhower Revisionist: An Agonizing
Reappraisal” iDiplomatic HistoryVolume 14 (Summer 1990) pp.319-342; Stephen Rabe,
“Eisenhower Revisionism: A Decade of ScholarshipDiplomatic HistoryVolume 17 (Winter
1993) pp.97-115

“ See: Robert Divinegisenhower and the Cold WéXew York: Oxford University Press, 1981);
Robert Bowie and Richard Immermakiaging Peace: How Eisenhower Shaped an Enduring



49" Parallel, Vol.20 (Winter 2006-2007) Sewell

Cold War StrategyNew York: Oxford University Press, 1998); Stepltenbrose Eisenhower:
The PresidenfNew York: Simon and Schuster, 1984)

® H-Diplo Total Cold WarRoundtable Review by Hugh Wilford. February 26 2a@iken From:
http://www.h-net.org/%7Ediplo/roundtables/PDF/T GaldWar-Wilford.pdfAccessed on
February 28 2007

® H-Diplo Total Cold WarRoundtable Review — editors introduction by Scait4s, February 26
2007. Taken Fromhttp://www.h-net.org/%7Ediplo/roundtables/PDF/T&aldWar-Wilford. pdf
Accessed on February 28 2007

" saki Dockrill, Eisenhower’'s New Look National Security Policy, 39961 (London:
MacMillan, 1996) pp.xv-xvi



